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Items, Item Sets and Item Pool - how they fit together 
What is an ITEM? 
 
Individual items are the building blocks of your site 

• Add Items to the Exhibit Omeka S platform via Resources>Items>Add Item 
• Add Media to the Item (images etc) in the Item Edit Screen  
• Add metadata that describes the item objects/s using the Resource Template  

Each Item has a unique URL enabling linking 
•  Media attached to the Item also have unique URLs – enabling linking 

 
Example 
The ITEM – Verdure -between two worlds includes metadata and media (jpg file) and is 
also part of the University Cultural Collections Item Set 
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What is an ITEM SET? 
 
An Item set is made up of a group of similar Items (collection or site) 

• Each Site can have one or more Item sets attached to it   
• Each item can be part of more than one set 

 
The Exhibit Omeka S User Admin panel lists Item Sets, created for Sites & sharable  

• You can add any of these Item Sets to your Site 
• Or, you can Add a new Item Set and add Items from the Exhibit Omeka S Item 

pool to your Item Site 
 

 
 
To add an Item to one or more Item Sets 
 

• RESOURCES (LHS menu)>Select Item>Select Edit> Select Item Sets tab>Select one 
or more Item Sets from the RHS menu>Save 
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To add an Item Set to your Site 
 

• Sites admin (LHS menu)>Resources>Select Item Sets tab >Add the Item set from the 

RHS menu “Click on an item set to add it to the edit panel.”>Save 
 

 
 
Example  
University Cultural Collections Item Set is added to the University Cultural Collections Site 
via Resources Item Sets tab 
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What is a site ITEM POOL? 
 
Each site has an Item pool of resources.  The Item pool is made up of Item Sets containing 
the individual Items.  
The Item pool populates the Site’s Pages edit screen, enabling you to add items/ item 
media to pages.   The Item pool also populates the Browse in your Navigation. 
  
To add Item Sets to your Item Pool 
  

• Open the Sites admin menu (left hand side) 
• Choose Resources 
• Select Item Pool tab 
• In “In site pool” field, select the Item Sets for your Site from the drop down menu 
• In “Search by item set”, select the Item Set for your Site.   
• Save, the Item Sets will populate the Browse feature of your Site. 

 
Examples 
The University Cultural Collections Item set is chosen as part of the Univeristy Cultural 
Collection’s site ITEM pool and Search by item set 
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The Item Verdure – between two worlds in the University Cultural Collections Item Set 
now appears as a a selectable item in the Pages edit>page resource list 
 

 
 

The Item Verdure – between two worlds, automatically appears in the Site’s Navigation 
Browse page 
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